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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Attorney Docket No.: RA9-99-005 



In re Application of: 

METINAYDEMIR 

Serial No.: 09/373,837 

Filed: August 13, 1999 

For: Delayed-Start Method FOR 
Internal Flow Control in Packet 
SwrrcHEs 



Examiner: Volper, Thomas E^ 
Art Unit: 2665 



REASON FOR PRE-APPEAL BRIEF REQUEST FOR REVIEW 

Mail Stop AF 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir; 

Ixx the final rejection dated July 8, 2005, having a shortened statutory period set to e3q)iie 
October 8, 2005, the Examiner, in paragr^h six thereof rejects Claims 1, 3-6, 22, 24^ 26 and 28- 
30 under 35 U.S.C. § 1.03(a) as being unpatentable over Fichou et al. United States Patent 
Number 5,790,522. As Applicant has previously canceled claims 7 and 19 and thus, only Claims 
1-6, 8-1 8 and 20-25 remain pending in this application, the Examiner's rejection will be treated, 
for purposes of this request, as being applied to Claims 1-6, 8-18, and 20-24. 



Certificate of Transntission/MaiJing 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile trcmsmitted to the U3PT0 at 572-273-8300 or deposited 
with the United States Postal Service with student postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria^ Virginia 22313-1450 on the date shown below,- ^ 

Typed or Printed Name: Jane Graham Date: October 5. 2005 Si5^natur^!^^J(^Z/^^JL '^'^t/Qz/^^Tv^ 
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Fichou et al discloses a meHiod and system for controlling traffic congestion in a data 
communication network. Data is transmitted between nodes which include a switch fabric for 
switching the network data between receive adapters coixaected to network node input lines and 
transmit adapters connected to network node output lines. Each adapter switch within the 
Fichou et al reference defibaes a period of tixne for pausing transmission, as described at column 
8, lines 2-8 thereof However, as expressly set forth at column 8, lines 12 et seq, there are only 
two timer values Tl and T2. Fichou et al, expressly teach "Timer value Tl is used where an 
NRT packet is being transmitted vviien congestion is detected. Timer value T2 is used where an 
NR packet is being transmitted when congestion is detected." Thus, as expressly set forth within 
Fichou et al,^ the time period for pausing a ttanstnission is one of two fixed time values which 
are determined based upon the particular type of packet which is being transmitted once 
congestion is detected and not based upon input bufiFer capacity as expressly set forth within the 
claims of the present application. 

In Claims 1,13 and 25 the present invention is described as including a determination of 
input buffer capacity of an input section during a pause and there after, computing a delay 
interval "based upon said determined input buffer occupancy..,," which may then be utilized to 
delay restart of data transmission in accordance witit that computed delay interval. As Fichou et 
al. expressly teaches the utilization of delay periods which are determined based upon the type of 
data being transmitted and as Fichou et aL is entirely silent with regard to any teachijog regarding 
computing a delay interval based ^xpon input buffer capacity the Exaniiner*s rejection of these 
claims over this reference is uot believed to be well founded. 

The Examiner has also rejected Claim 25 under 35 U.S-C. § L03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Fichou et al. as applied to the other claims and further in view of Ljungberg et aLy United 
States Patent Number, 5,493,566. That rejection is also not believed to be well founded. The 
Examiner cites Ljungberg et aL for its teaching of a flow control system for packet switches 
which throttles trafiBc coming from irqnit buffers in response to output buffers reaching a 
threshold value witiaotrt regard to priority; however, no teaching within Ljungberg et aL cures the 
deficiency of Fichou et aL in that these two references, whether considered alone or in 
combination, fail to show or suggest m any way the computation of a delay interval based upon 
input buffer occupancy as expressly set forth within the present claims. 
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la view of the above, Applicant urges that the Examiner's rejection of these claims is 
inappropriate and review of those rejections is respectfully requested. 



CONCLUSION 

No additional fee is believed to be required; however, in the event any additional fees are 
required, please charge IBM Corporation Deposit Account No. 50-0563. No extension of time is 
believed to be necessary. However, in the event an extension of time is required, that extension 
of time is hereby requested- Please charge any fee associated with an extension of time to IBM 
Corporation Deposit Aocoxmt No, 50-0563 , 
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